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It was 7 a.m. on Saturday morning and good 
neighbor Marvin Dinges just dropped by on his 
way to deliver the NENA feline felons to the Cave 

Creek vet. Unfortunately my little section of NENA on 
17th Drive proved unsuccessful.

As Marvin chatted with the gathering curious neighbors 
bleary-eyed and sipping hot coffee, one solitary and very 
unhappy feline could be heard caterwauling from the 
backseat of Marv’s truck. The remaining cages he was 
stopping to pick up were–you guessed it, empty. Marv 
reported that the round-up netted about a fourth of the 
feral cats that had been previously identified. (Insert big 
sigh here.) Those critters were tucked away in other cages 
and headed to neuter-land after Marv’s 17th Drive pickup.

The TNR (Trap-Neuter-Release) project is one that 
certainly needs teamwork, and you could see the evidence 
of that as neighbors from throughout the ‘hood gathered 
just before dusk the night before. Nicki Kirkeby’s backyard 
looked like some sort of invasion. Not even the heat of 
the day deterred that posse; their mission was clear. With 
more than 60 cages prepared, the various teams loaded 
the traps into vehicles and drove off to the north-south-
east-and-west to be placed in the designated feral feline 
feeding areas.

Next: sit and wait. Okay, and chat with your neighbors 
over a glass of wine or a nice cold brewskie. Truth be told, 
the camaraderie part of this undertaking was perhaps the 
best part of the event!

Fast forward to midnight on 17th Drive. Score, Ferals: 30+, 
NENA Neighbors: 0 (nada, zilch). Oh yes, we spotted the 
furry culprits alright; they taunted us as each one circled 
the cages and sniffed the aroma of tuna wafting through 
the ‘hood. But, not a one stepped paw inside their little 
metal house. The old saying “herding cats” crossed my 
mind. (Again, insert big sigh.)

And, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the NENA dog-
walkers. Now, if memory serves me, we did notify the 
‘hood that the round-up was the real deal through the last 
newsletter and a special flyer delivered to each doorstep. 
So, much to our dismay (at least on 17th Drive) there was 
more dog-walking traffic than we’ve seen in months! 
Subsequently, the dogs scared those feline felons to bushes 
and alleys beyond. All trapping areas need to be free of 
dog walking, foot and car traffic to be successful.

Well, let’s fast forward again. I’m sure you are on the edge 
of your recliner just dying to know the total feral round-
up results. According to Marvin and Nicki, the total 
number trapped was 20; of those 20 approximately 13 had 
a sterilization procedure by the vet; two of the cats had 
“tagged” ears and the others were neutered but didn’t have 
their ears “tagged” (which the vet took care of).

So, what to do. The plan is to do the round-up again, but 
this time we will focus on one specific feral colony at a 
time. (Might I suggest 17th Drive as a lovely spot to begin?) 

Can’t say it wasn’t fun in a crazy sort of way. At least we 
can look back at this TNR event and have a good laugh 
or two. Bottom line? Neighbors got together–worked 
together–and accomplished something…together.

The “Tail” of the NENA 
Cat Wranglers

Laurel  |  CL 2027N 

Referenced color may vary from actual paint sample. *Discount o� retail price.
Limit one coupon per household. No cash value. Not valid with any other o�ers or
discounts. Excludes wall covering, spray equipment, special orders and MVP. Some
restrictions apply, see store for details. Expires 12/31/2011. Account #763591. 

Let your vision become reality. 
Inspiration comes from all 
around; nature, food, life, you. 
ColorLife®, our exclusive color 
system, has over 1600 colors to 
choose from making it easy to 
match the things in life you love.

Visit your neighborhood Frazee Paint Store:
Downtown Phoenix, 3433 North 7th Ave., Suite O | 602.277.0935

For a full list of store locations, visit www.frazeepaint.com

Bring in this ad to receive

25% OFF
Your entire purchase!*
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– by Connie Tyler
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–  by Mason Hite 

Summer is here and we are all looking for ways to keep 
cool. Dinner time can be a chore as who wants to turn on 
their oven to cook dinner when its 114 outside. Not me!!

So I figured I would share one of my family’s favorite stay 
cool summer salad.

Baby Spinach (one bag will do nicely)

Red onion, chopped (as much as you like)

Strawberries, sliced (a pint or so)

1/4 Cup slivered Almonds (toasted if you like)

Poppy Seed Dressing (I used the Eating Right Poppy Seed and 
Caramelized Onion Low Fat Salad Dressing from Safeway)

1/3 Cup Feta Cheese Crumbles

1 Grilled Sliced Chicken Breast (optional)

Toss Spinach with onions and strawberries and plate.

Sprinkle plated salad with feta cheese and slivered almonds.

Add thin sliced chicken breast if desired.

Drizzle with salad dressing.

Enjoy!

Happy Cooking!
Remember to send your favorite recipe to 
masonoid@slywiz.com or mail them to:

Mason Hite
NENA RECIPE SWAP
3301 N 18th Ave.
Phoenix AZ 85015

✂

Mason’s Stay Cool 
Summer Salad

A Reminder to Parents – Information 
Provided by the Phoenix Police Department

The Phoenix Police Department is reminding parents 

about juvenile curfew hours. Most schools are out for the 

summer and parents are reminded that curfew hours are 

put in place for their children’s safety. Phoenix Police care 

about your children and want to make sure you know 

where your children are! 

City of Phoenix Curfew Hours:

15 years old & younger – 10pm everyday 

16 & 17 years old – Midnight everyday 

It is the Parent’s/legal guardian’s responsibility to know  

where your child is. If you permit your child to be out after 

curfew, you can be cited and charged with a misdemeanor.

Your child can also be cited 

for curfew violation, which is 

a misdemeanor. 

(Curfew does not apply if the child is accompanied by the 

parent/guardian or other person having care/supervision, 

or where the juvenile is on an emergency errand, or where 

the juvenile is on reasonable, legitimate and specific 

business or activity directed by the parent, guardian or 

other person having the care/supervision of such juvenile.) 

Keep NENA Children Safe
– by Connie Tyler
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NENA neighbor, 
Ben Wiesenberg, 
forwarded me 
information on 
creating a tool 
lending library 

in NENA and I’d 
like to get some 

feed-back on this 
topic. It would be a free 

neighborhood program where 
residents may check out tools to fix and beautify their 
homes and property. It might be set up where neighbors 
keep the tools they are willing to lend at their homes 
and then when someone needs a particular tool, they 
visit the “library of available tools” and then contact the 
individual; or it could be set up where the tools are kept 
in one location with one household storing and checking 
items in and out. The only tool lending library in Arizona 
is in Globe. You can visit: http://www.globeaz.gov/
residents/tool-lending-library and learn more about it. 
They require a photo ID and current utility bill showing 
that you are a resident and there is a waiver that must be 
signed. Visit our NENA Facebook or Discussion Forum 
to discuss this idea or e-mail nmkirkeby@cox.net.

Wake up and smell the 
coffee… and, share a morning 
chat with a cop. “Coffee 
with a Cop” is a program in 
our precinct where residents 
can get to know the officers 
that work in their areas. It is 
held on the first Wednesday 

of every month, same time and 
location.

The next scheduled meeting is:

Wednesday, July 6th 
Maisie’s Café and Bistro, 
4750 N. Central Avenue 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP 
WITH THE NENA FLAGS?

Recruits Needed!

On Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day and Veterans Day, NENA 
volunteers place American flags on the 

lawns of each residence to show our 
patriotism and support.

Generally as a two-person team, one person will put 
them up in the morning and then the other person will 
take them down at dusk. Please let me know if you are 
interested in helping out. It’s a great way to meet more 
of your neighbors and get out there for some exercise 
and see stunning Phoenix sunsets!

TO VOLUNTEER, PLEASE CONTACT FLAG COORDINATOR:
Sara Murphy | 602.703.9717 | herkysmurphy@gmail.com

NENA
WEB SITE
CALENDAR
of EVENTS

 Please visit our 
Web site and check 

out the new Calendar of Events tab 
(www.northencanto.com/calendar.htm). You’ll be able 
to look at the entire year, month by month, for NENA 
meetings, bulk trash dates, Phoenix Theatre events, book 
club dates and much more. 
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To Report Suspicious 
Activity Call

Crime Stop
262.6151

Community Action Officer 
Call or E-mail
Julie Raines
361.4501

julie.raines@phoenix.gov

To Report Blight 
 Call

Neighborhood Services
262.7844

To Report Graffiti 
Call

Graffiti Busters
495.7014 or 911

Aluminum Can 
Collection

Drop Off Cans1st Day of 
Every Month for Recycling to:

June Kane
1630 W Flower 
Circle North

All proceeds go directly 
to our NENA fund.

GARBAGE 
COLLECTION DAYS

TUESDAY FRIDAY

RECYCLE  TUESDAY  & DUMPSTER FRIDAY

TNR Volunteers from left to right: Nancy Barr (feral cat round-

up expert from neighborhood to west of NENA), Stephanie 

Ringler, Kate Cross, Marvin Dinges, Valerie Dugan, Gini 

Sater, Susie Thompson, Dorothy Frazier and Deanna Fusco 

(Not pictured: Nicki Kirkeby, Shelly Ekrom, Denise Crawford, 

Jim Breithaupt, Margaret Gossage, Katherine DeStefano, 

Tom & Margaret Finnerty, Trish Herrmann, Michelle Grening, 

Adele Arellano, Connie Tyler, Ginger Baron and Julia Chavez).

Photography by Connie Tyler

Thanks so much to all of the 
following who helped with the 
Feral Cat TNR Round-up!

You did a GREAT JOB!
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events

July 4
Freedom Wireless Fabulous Phoenix Fourth
6pm –10pm
Steele Indian School Park 
300 E. Indian School Rd
Patriotic Program with an F-16 flyover and local musical entertainers. 
There will be a water spray zone, inflatable rides, three stages 
of entertainment and a Classic Car exhibit. The fireworks begin 
at approximately 9:30 p.m. Admission is free. For more detailed 
information please visit http://phoenix.about.com/cs/events/
a/4thofjulyphx.htm.

July 6, August 3 & September 7
“Coffee with a Cop”
8am – 9am
Maisie’s Café and Bistro 
4750 N. Central Avenue
Residents can get to know the officers that work in their areas.
For more details see page 10.

July 17
NENA Book Club - 3pm-5pm 

“A Year in Provence” 
by Peter Mayle 
Hosted by Mary Blanchard at 1611 W Flower Circle South
For more details and to RSVP, see page 7.

August 20 - August 29
Bulk Trash Pick Up
Please visit www.phoenix.gov/publicworks/garbage/
bulktrash/bulkschedule/index.html for more detailed information.

September 7
NENA Quarterly Meeting 
Guest speaker from the U.S. Department of Justice to speak on 
mortgage fraud.

September 15, 16, 17
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events
Please visit www.phoenix.gov/publicworks/garbage/
hazwaste/hhwevents.html for more detailed information.

September 18
NENA Book Club - 3pm-5pm 

“Cutting for Stone” 
by Abraham Verghes 
Hosted by Ginger Baron at 3016 N 16th Drive
For more details and to RSVP, see page 7.

October 14
NENA Super Block Sale
A $5 fee per each home participating in the event will be collected for 
the NENA treasury. For more details see page 3.

November 5
NENA Arts & Craft Street Fair
Catalina Dr. between 17th Ave and 16th Drive
If you are interested in participating as a vendor or want to volunteer to 
gather raffle items, please contact Nicki Kirkeby – nmkirkeby@cox.
net or 480.586.8556. For more details, see page 1.

First Day of Every Month
Recycle Aluminum Can Drop Off at June Kane's House
1630 W Flower Circle North

Flag Distribution
July 4 - Independence Day
September 5 - Labor Day
November 11 - Veteran’s Day
Volunteers are still needed for all sections. Please contact your 
quadrant flag volunteer coordinator listed on page 1.


